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29 June 1854

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte was not present at this meeting of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church. The consistory elected Labots to serve as president. The time was
spent with charges that had been brought against consistory members by Veneklaas[senl
and Rabbers. Veneklaas is severely chastised for his unproven charges. Labots closed
the meeting with prayer. The clerk's name is not given.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 92-96.
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Meeting of June 29, 1854

Present were Broek, Wilterdink, Hekhuis, Appeldoorn, Jonker, and Labots, elders; de
Weerd, Plugger, Wilterdink, and Keppel, deacons.
ARTICLE 1 — After the meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Wilterdink, the
assembly elected as president, Brother Labots.
ARTICLE 2 — Several brothers have visited some members of the congregation, in
connection in an effort to resolve accusations against the consistory members. They also
visited Brother Veneklaas, who had presented particularly grave accusations against
Brother de Weerd.
The brothers involved with the matter summoned Brother Veneklaas and Rabbers to the
meeting. Only the first mentioned brother was present. Brother Veneklaas was
requested to make a report and states that it happened this way: Having met Rabbers, he
said to him, "Gij hebt een feine aan de molen gekregen"* (obscure — this must be an
idiom). I'll bet you one day's plowing
* Perhaps the Dutch "feine" refers to a less-than-complimentary epithet concerning the
religious convictions of Rabbers; namely, that he might have been leaning in the direction
of the dissidents soon to leave the denomination. "Feine" equals "fijnen"? Just a guess.
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that the seed brought to the mill by de Weerd does not weigh as much as he says. Both of
them went to the mill, weighed the seed in the presence of two witnesses, and it became
apparent that instead of the 900 pounds it should have weighed, there were only 758
pounds; whereupon Veneklaas is supposed to have said that now the dirty tricks of de
Weerd have become obvious.
The unchristian behavior will be passed by for the moment, in order to return to it later.
Brother de Weerd was asked if the testimony of Rabbers concerning the 900 pounds,
which were brought by him to the mill, is accurate. Brother de Weerd replies that létrmot
remember that he had presented to Rabbers the exact amount. Brother de Weerdwas
requested to report how the situation had gone when he came to the mill himself. His
answer is as follows: After he had asked Rabbers if he had ground the seed, a question
which was answered in the affirmative, he asked him if he had correctly weighed the seed
accurately. Brother de Weerd, after some exchange of words, said, "In the mouth
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of two or three witnesses, every word shall be confirmed."
Brother Wilterdink, at this point, makes the point that Brother de Weerd has not given a
direct negative response, since Rabbers had said to him that he (Rabbers) had twice asked
de Weerd how many pounds were weighed. His response was 900 pounds.
The testimony of Brother Keppel is in harmony with that of Wilterdink, except that he
adds that Rabbers, after several trips, had spoken to de Weerd about the weight, and that
de Weerd had finally said that previously it had always turned out all right, but he could
not believe that now it had turned out wrong. Upon this, Rabbers said to de Weerd, "Go
to your home and think seriously about this." Brother de Weerd responded again that he
had said to Rabbers that it is quite possible that he had made a mistake in the weight.
Since it had become clear that the testimony of Brother de Weerd and that of Brothers
Wilterdink and Keppel is contradictory, and since Rabbers is not present
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the consistory advises the brothers, for now, to let the matter rest, until further
investigation.
The sin which Brother Veneklaas has committed against Brother de Weerd is sternly
called to his attention. Instead of seeking to advance his brother's good name and to
advance his reputation, he, alas, has stained and dishonored him.
He has sown evil seed in the heart, has insulted the Lord, and disturbed and wounded the
congregation. His sin is accentuated, since he has hatefully accepted and passed on
rumors that cannot be proved. He, himself, testifies that he does not have even the
slightest ground for this. He is admonished to humble himself before the Lord and to
seek forgiveness in the blood of Christ.
However, since he has sinned in public, and consequently is obligated by the Lord next
Sunday, in the midst of the congregation, to openly confess his sin. If he will not do so,
discipline will be applied.
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After revealing some opposition at first, he (Veneklaas) retracts somewhat but ultimately
makes no decision about what he is going to do.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother J. Labots.

Meeting of June 14, 1854

Present were Elders Broek, Wilterdink, Hekhuis, Appeldoorn, Jonker and Labots;
Deacons de Weerd, Wilterdink, Plugger, and Keppel.

ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Jonker.
ARTICLE 2 — Some of the brothers informed the assembly why the meeting has been
called; namely, that it had come to their attention, via Brother Hekhuis, that Brother
Venekaas had come to a sense of contrition and was prepared to confess, in the midst of
the congregation, on the following Lord's Day.
Although the assembly was gladdened with these tidings, they, nevertheless, felt at a loss
as to what to do, because the congregation is aware of the problem of Brother de Weerd
and
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